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similar situations. She has dealt with federal 
and state officials on a wide variety of other 
pest and disease issues that threatened to 
disrupt the flow of floral products. In working 
on these issues, Lin is often recognized be-
cause of her ability to get people to focus on 
the science of an issue and not only the poli-
tics. With that said, she knows politics in 
Washington, D.C., and at the state level and 
uses her knowledge to help diffuse chal-
lenging situations and work toward solutions. 

Through all of her interactions with govern-
ment officials, Lin emphasizes candor and 
transparency. For that, people in both the in-
dustry and government place great trust in her 
word. 

At The Society of American Florists, Lin 
dedicated herself to staging SAF’s annual 
Congressional Action Days event, and helped 
to inform and educate SAF members on the 
key issues of the day. And she has also had 
a major role in developing its annual Pest and 
Production Management Conference, a must- 
see for scientists, researchers and growers. 
Lin was honored this year with SAF’s John H. 
Walker Award for excellence in the field of as-
sociation management and she also received 
the Executive Director’s Award from the North 
American Plant Protection Organization for her 
collaborative work with regulatory officials from 
the United States, Mexico and Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise and 
celebrate Lin’s excellence in fighting for the 
floral industry every day on Capitol Hill and for 
her deep commitment to collaboration and 
partnerships. 
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HONORING THE BICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF OSWEGO COUN-
TY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the people and history of Oswego 
County, New York and celebrate the county’s 
200th Anniversary. The County of Oswego 
was established in March of 1816 through an 
act of the New York State Legislature. The 
county occupies 986 square miles of land on 
the southeastern shore of Lake Ontario. 

The County of Oswego has played a signifi-
cant role in the history of the Central New 
York region as well as our nation’s history. 
Fort Ontario, overlooking Lake Ontario, in 
Oswego County, is one of our nation’s most 
unique and historical landmarks. Fort Ontario 
is the only fort that has been involved in every 
war since the French and Indian War. During 
World War II, the Fort served as the nation’s 
only Emergency Refugee Camp, sheltering 
nearly 1,000 refugees. The Fort is now a state 
historic site and operates as a museum, at-
tracting tourists from across the country. 

Fort Ontario is just one example of the great 
history in Oswego County. As Oswego County 
celebrates its bicentennial, I want to honor all 
who have helped make Oswego County great 
and thank everyone who has played a part in 
preserving the irreplaceable history of Oswego 
County. 

DEBATE COACH OF THE YEAR: 
DAVE PRITSCHET 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dave Pritschet, of Brainerd High 
School in Brainerd, Minnesota, who has been 
named 2016 Coach of the Year by the Min-
nesota Debate Teachers Association. 

Dave built a great and growing debate pro-
gram at Brainerd High School that has brought 
so much honor and recognition to his students 
and to our entire community. In fact, under 
Dave’s guidance, the program has sent stu-
dents to state and national debate tour-
naments in every year but one since 2000. So 
it’s no wonder his fellow coaches saw fit to 
recognize those achievements with this year’s 
award. 

Though his students debate many things, 
they can all agree Coach Pritschet’s knowl-
edge and passion for the art of debate moti-
vates them to strive for excellence. Moreover, 
the success Brainerd’s debate team has 
earned and enjoyed is inspiring other schools 
throughout rural Minnesota to form debate 
teams where students learn to respectfully ex-
change ideas and opinions based on facts. 
That ability to speak clearly and eloquently will 
take them far in life; perhaps even to this very 
Chamber one day. 

Once again, it is an honor to recognize with 
my colleagues Minnesota’s 2016 Coach of the 
Year, Dave Pritschet. 

f 

BAKKEN U 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, the people of 
North Dakota have many admirable qualities. 
Throughout the history of my state, they have 
shown resourcefulness and perseverance as 
they have produced food to feed a hungry 
world and unlocked today’s shale oil revolu-
tion. 

With low oil prices bringing a slowdown in 
the energy sector, North Dakotans are again 
showing their resilience. Many are looking to 
improve themselves by gaining new skills and 
more education. Bakken U, an innovative new 
program from the North Dakota University 
System that is funded by the North Dakota 
Petroleum Council, is helping make that hap-
pen. 

I want to congratulate Warren Logan of 
Dickinson, who left college a few years ago to 
work in North Dakota’s oilfields. As the first re-
cipient of a $5,000 Bakken U scholarship, he 
will continue to work fulltime while also being 
a fulltime student, finishing the business ad-
ministration degree he began to pursue years 
ago. 

Warren is the first of many ambitious North 
Dakotans to take advantage of this unique 
Bakken U program. Bettering themselves with 
additional education is certain to benefit them 
and my entire state. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,090,880,799,021.63. We’ve 
added $8,464,003,750,108.55 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ART OF LIVING 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Art of Living Foundation for 
its thirty-five years of promoting human values 
around the world and to wish them well as 
they kick off their World Culture Festival on 
March 11th in New Delhi, India. I’d also like to 
recognize all of the volunteers around the 
world and in New Delhi who have spent count-
less hours organizing this truly magnificent 
event. 

As a United States Congresswoman, I am 
focused on improving the lives of girls and 
women across the globe. I applaud the Art of 
Living Foundation’s programs that focus on 
empowering girls and women by giving them 
access to education, vocational skills training, 
and self-development programs. The vision 
and actions of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and the 
Foundation to empower marginalized girls and 
women is a positive force for strengthening 
our future. 

The World Culture Festival will bring to-
gether individuals from 155 diverse countries 
to promote peace and unity. Thank you for 
your tireless work and for your commitment to 
making the world a more peaceful and harmo-
nious place. Please accept my best wishes for 
a wonderful World Culture Festival and con-
gratulations to the Art of Living Foundation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
105, I was unavoidably detained and was un-
fortunately unable to vote in favor of H.R. 
3716, the Ensuring Removal of Terminated 
Providers from Medicaid and CHIP Act. As a 
doctor, I know how important it is to make 
sure that only qualified professionals are eligi-
ble for participating in health care programs 
like Medicaid and CHIP. Had I been present, 
I would have voted aye. 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL SANDY BEST 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise with great 
pride to honor my friend, Brigadier General 
Sandy Best, the first woman in the Minnesota 
National Guard to be promoted to the rank of 
General. In recognition of her extraordinary 
leadership and exemplary service to the 
Guard and to our Nation, she began her new 
command of the 133rd Airlift Wing and 148th 
Fighter Wing on February 25th. 

In her many visits to my office, General Best 
has always been an outstanding advocate for 
the Minnesota National Guard. She exempli-
fies the best of what makes our National 
Guard so effective. In her former role as the 
Minnesota National Guard’s Director of Gov-
ernment Relations she advocated for Min-
nesota’s bases at the federal and state level, 
contributing greatly to making our state’s 
bases some of America’s premier defense op-
erations. 

Members of the Minnesota National Guard 
have been deployed around the world, and 
they always stand ready to help our region 
when natural disasters strike and people are 
in need of aid and assistance. I’m confident 
that both the 133rd Airlift Wing and 148th 
Fighter Wing are in strong hands under Gen-
eral Best’s command. And I know she will 
continue her strong advocacy for the brilliant, 
highly trained and hardworking men and 
women of Minnesota’s National Guard. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing General Sandy Best for her historic ac-
complishment and service to our great nation. 

f 

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATORS 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
greatest challenges in public education is the 
integration of learning opportunities for excep-
tional children. 

Dedicated parents, teachers, staff and ad-
ministrators all contribute to the success of 
this effort. Today I congratulate Meredith 
Frisch, a paraprofessional at Westside Ele-
mentary School in West Fargo, who was rec-
ognized as Paraeducator of the Year by the 
North Dakota Council for Exceptional Children. 

This award recognizes individuals who work 
to promote significant educational successes 
for students, a commitment to continued pro-
fessional development and the highest stand-
ards of educational quality. 

Meredith represents well all paraeducators 
in my state who dedicate their careers to 
working with exceptional students. She is 
known for her commitment to finding the best 
in all students, encouraging them to reach 
above and beyond their potential all with a 
unique brand of compassion and humor. 

She is a credit to all educators throughout 
North Dakota, and our state is better because 
of her devotion to exceptional students. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend House Roll Call Vote Numbers 71 
through 78 on February 11, 2016. If present, 
I would have voted Yes on vote numbers 71, 
73, 74, and 75 and voted No on vote numbers 
72, 76, 77 and 78. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF OFFICER DAVID 
HOFER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life and memory of Officer 
David Hofer of the Euless, Texas Police De-
partment. Officer Hofer was tragically killed 
while serving in the line of duty on March 1, 
2016. 

David’s career as an officer began in 2009 
after joining the New York Police Department. 
A native of Brooklyn, New York and a 2008 
graduate of New York University, David ful-
filled his lifelong dream of becoming a police 
officer soon after completing his degree. After 
dutifully serving the people of New York for 
five years, David relocated to North Texas 
where he accepted a position with the Euless 
Police Department. 

David was an upstanding citizen of the com-
munity, and an outstanding police officer. He 
is remembered as a loving son, brother, 
fiancé, and hero. David’s service and dedica-
tion to his neighbors, his community, and the 
City of Euless will never be forgotten. As we 
memorialize David’s life within the halls of 
Congress, may we never forget his commit-
ment and sacrifice for the safety and wellbeing 
of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to stand here 
today to recognize a true hero. I ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Officer David Hofer. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JAMES KEHOE 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate James Kehoe on his recent re-
tirement as Business Manager for the Plumb-
ers & Pipefitters Local Union 322 of Winslow 
Township, New Jersey, after thirty-six years of 
membership. Jim has had a lasting impact for 
generations to come and I would like to ap-
plaud him for his service. 

Jim graduated from Rutgers University with 
a degree in Business Administration in 1979 
and then joined the Local 322 Apprenticeship 
Program. He served his community tirelessly 
with the Camden County Improvement Author-
ity and the Camden County United Way. As 
Vice President of the Southern New Jersey 

AFL–CIO, a board member of the Union Orga-
nization for Social Service and president of the 
Southern New Jersey Building Trades Council, 
Jim worked to improve the lives of working 
families in New Jersey. 

As a trustee at Rowan University, a board 
member on the Senator Walter Rand Institute 
of Public Affairs at Rutgers University and as 
chair of the Casino Reinvestment Develop-
ment Authority, Jim has worked tirelessly to 
improve the lives of families and all of south-
ern New Jersey. Jim has worked with multiple 
community service organizations, including the 
Salvation Army, Catholic Charities, Boy Scouts 
of America and the American Red Cross and 
I commend him for his social action and devo-
tion to the betterment of our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, James Kehoe is a great Amer-
ican whose dedication to community service is 
an inspiration to his family, friends, and our 
entire state. I join with his Plumbers & Pipe-
fitters brothers and sisters and all of New Jer-
sey in thanking him for his outstanding service 
and in wishing him continued success and 
prosperity in all his future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF H. MARIE 
SMITH’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 90th birthday of H. Marie Smith, 
an institution in Monroe, Michigan. 

Marie Smith, or Sweet Marie as she is 
known by many, was born on March 1st, 1926 
in Monroe, Michigan, which remains her home 
to this day. She married William D. Smith on 
December 27th, 1947, and had four wonderful 
children; Mark, Paul W., Brian and Alison. 

Marie Smith has been part of the fabric of 
the Monroe community for decades. As a 
young woman, she worked in the Betrus Mar-
ket. This market was owned and operated by 
her parents for 47 years and was considered 
the ‘‘meeting place for the neighborhood’’. 
Marie lived in the building connected to the 
market until she married. In 1948, Marie and 
her husband cofounded the Monroe Commu-
nity Players to produce theatrical productions 
for the people of Monroe and Southeast Michi-
gan. To this day, the Monroe Community Play-
ers is still working as a nonprofit and volunteer 
organization to produce performances for the 
community. Even though ‘‘Sweet Marie’’ has 
retired, she still helps as a house manager for 
the Monroe Community Players. 

To this day, she lives on her own, drives her 
own car, is active on social media and is crit-
ical in keeping people connected to ensure 
they are a part of the broader community. Her 
children have made her proud. Mark was a re-
spected attorney in Monroe. Paul W. is known 
throughout America as the voice of the Great 
Lakes on the number one radio station, WJR. 
Alison is well-known in the healthcare commu-
nity as a senior executive with ProMedica. 

H. Marie Smith has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the quality of life for the people of Mon-
roe through her support of and passion for the 
arts in Monroe. She continues the tradition of 
one of the staple markets and community 
gathering locations, serving as the glue that 
binds people. We celebrate her birthday with 
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